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Narrow Gauge Minded, Standard Gauge Hearted 

 As I write this life sure is picking up steam and our 

tour will be upon us before we know it.  I don’t remember a 

night or a week day I haven’t been outside working, 

unfortunately, not on trains.  I promised Kanna I would start 

and finish Kaydn’s 30+feet ramp and concurring concert 

sidewalk before the tour!  What a lot of work.  We are also in 

the process of adding a room on to the house, we signed the 

paper work back in January, stating only 6 weeks to get it 

completed, and they haven’t even started yet!  I just told them 

I have a tour coming up and everything needed to be 

completed and cleaned up by the end of May, crossing my 

fingers that will get done (I would not recommend the 

company we went with, so before building asking me who we 

mistakenly used).   

 The month of April and May are also busy month for 

the club, 2 activities planned both months.  I want to 

encourage those that are not on the tour to take us the slack 

for those that are working to open their backyards for this 

years tour.  We have 2 new layouts this year; we need to be 

working on having more next year!�
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The Tulsa Garden Railroad Club was 
founded in January 1997. Its purpose is to 
encourage and broaden the knowledge of 

large scale garden railroad activities. It is open 
to anyone interested in large-scale outdoor or 

indoor model railroading. 
 

Membership in the TGRRC is open to anyone 
with an interest in trains and garden 

railroading. Individual memberships are $20 
and family memberships (up to 4) are $30 per 

year. 
Make sure to check out our website for  

other manufacturer information. 
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”The Complete Bash Job” 

Installing DCC in your  
USA S-4 Alco Switcher 
What was advertised in last month issue 

installing DCC in your USA Switcher has been 
postponed for a latter date.  Due to time 
constraints (the York show and my vender 
moving) I was unable to get the decoder in time 
to install.  Now after speaking with my vendor 
(Throttle Up Inc) I may not even install it, we are 
talking about installing alternating ditch lights, 
when you blow for a crossing as well as a 
flashing beacon light top of the cab, which will 
require an additional decoder and custom 
installed ditch lights.   

 As a result, I thought we would talk about 
this coming tour.  We have 7 tour sites this year, 
with two new locations (Vern and Vic Guess, 
Turley, OK and Dennis and Lisa Sullivan, 
Coweta, OK).   

To help with the tour, at this months 
meeting we need look at having a few work days 
to help these locations out.    

We have the flyers for downloading out on 
our website, along with maps to give a general 
idea were each is located.  Using mapquest.com 
and going from the number 1 location to the last 
location number 7, drive time is estimated at 2hrs 
43mins, so if you spend half an hour at each 
location and 3quarters of an hour for lunch you 
should be able to visit each location that day from 
the 9:30 to 4:30 time period (also remember 2 
locations are open until 6!). 

We have printed and handed out many 
flyers, we are working with the Food Bank on a 
press release that will go out the first of May.  
Both the Food Bank and the Club have an event 
setup on their respective web pages.  Make sure 
you head to our and send out invites to your 
family and friends.   

 To the right is information on each tour 
site.  Do your best to help these locations get 
ready for the tour…..    

(1) JOE & ALICE SALAMON -- PINE MOUNTAIN RR 
Multiple trains operating throughout the yard on 400 feet of 
track.  Two small ponds.  Waterfall.  Mountain tunnel.  
Trolley tracks.  Zoo.  Numerous buildings, including 
residential areas, church, and log cabin.  Many small trees 
and plants.  Established in1998. 
  
(2) BILL & BARBARA BLACK -- B&B RAILROAD 
This layout includes two towns (Billville and Barbaraville) 
and two loops, numerous buildings, including a 
Southwestern Bell section, a residential area, and a circus 
with tent, ferris wheel, merry-go-round and animals.  An 
industrial section is under construction.  Many plants, trees, 
and bushes.  Two rolling stock will be operating throughout 
the railroad.  Established in 2006. 
 
(3) BOB & SHEILA BUTTRAM -- S&B RAILROAD 
Trains operating on over 350 feet of track.  Large fish pond 
and two waterfalls.  Raise 24inches of the ground.  Running 
DC power on all brass track.  Flowers and trees everywhere.  
Established in 2006. 
  
(4) VERN, ROBERTA, & VIC GUESS --  
             SHOE STRING & PACIFIC 
This layout shows all the stages involved in building a 
garden railroad both inside and out -- areas that have been 
completed, areas under construction, and areas that haven’t 
yet been touched!   Running both standard gauge diesels and 
narrow gauge locomotives.  Established in 2009. 
  
(5) DENNIS & LISA SULLIVAN-- COWETA CENTRAL 
Trains operating on all stainless steel track; featuring an 
over and under figure eight, oval with a trolley running 
around the town, and main line around the perimeter.  
Nicely landscaped, raised 30inch off the ground.  
Established in 2009. 
 
(6) VERNON, KANNA, KAYCI, & KAYDN GUESS -- 
               THE F&G RAILROAD 
Another  layout that shows the stages involved in building a 
garden railroad – areas still being worked on.   Modeled 
after a 1930’s narrow gauge short line railroad but now 
running modern diesels (this year you will still see the touch 
of narrow gauge), you will see all types of geared 
locomotives, rail trucks, modern diesels and siderod 
locomotives.  Now running DCC and battery power. 
Established in 2006. 
   
(7) BOB & JONNA GARDINE – B&J RAILROAD 
Consists of a 40-ft x 60-ft layout with over 600 feet of track. 
Both track power and battery power are used. The layout 
features an animated sawmill, gristmill, scratch-built barn, 
farm house, railroad station, an Indian village, zoo, sidings 
for rolling stock, a five-bay round house and a large 
animated circus area.  Running between the town and the 
train station is a multi-stop trolley.  There are many scratch-
built features on this railroad.  Sound units are used 
throughout the layout.  Established in 2002. 
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April 23rd – 25th Claremore Expo Center 
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April 24th Downtown Jenks 
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May 1st Downtown Claremore 
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May 15th Three Rivers Museum 
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May 15th-16th OKC Fairgrounds�
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June 5th Our Layouts 
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June 26th Dewy (North of Bartlesville), OK 
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June 26th -27th Overland Park/Kansas City, KS 
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Visit Backyard “G” Scale Train Layouts in the Tulsa, Oklahoma 
area.  

Sponsored by the Tulsa Garden Railroad Club, Colebrook 
Nursery and the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma. 

 
Free entrance to all locations with the donation of 4 canned 

good items. Just visiting a few? Free entrance with donation of 
canned good to each location you visit. With your donation 
receive a coupon for 10% off your next plant purchase at 

Colebrook Nursery. 
 

Come explore the sights & sounds of our garden railways, 
landscapes, & water features! 
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Tulsa Garden Railroad Club 
March 25, 2010 Meeting 

Minutes 
 

Meeting opened with a PowerPoint presentation by 
Victor Guess on air brushing.  He explained the 
different types of airbrushing guns, paint and 

techniques. 
 

Minutes of February meeting were approved as read in 
the Railmail. 

 
Vernon reported that due to the illness of the Treasurer, 

that there would be no formal report.  He stated that 
there is $654.61 in the checking account and 

$3,3018.67 in the savings account with a total balance 
of $3,673.28.  This report was approved by the 

membership. 
OLD BUSINESS 

 

1)  Great Train Expo – Michael Klawitter thanked all 
of the members that helped with the set-up and Joe 
Salamon stated that the show went well.  We had a lot 
of interest and drew a large crowd.  The club received 
$150.00 for entering and our “money jar” received 
$21.74.  We also received several signatures and email 
addresses from attendees that would like to have some 
additional information. 
 
2) Lafortune Touch-and-Tell Event -   April 17th. 
Since some of our members are getting ready for the 
Spring Tour, we need volunteers to step up and 
volunteer. This is a large event and would enable us to 
hand out flyers and make people aware of the Spring 
Tour.  Bob Gardine would also like to display the 
trophies.  Joe will put the Helix up.  Vernon will 
contact the Library to establish the location for the 
club. 
 
3)  Jenks Herb Fest – April 24th, Again, volunteers are 
needed.  Bob Buttrum will pull the small trailer.  A 
motion was made to increase the mileage allowance 
one-cent a gallon if gas goes to $2.50 a gallon. Motion 
died due to no second.  A motion was made for all 
members setting-up our layouts have breakfast “on the 
club”.  Motion died due to no second.  Stan Morris 
came forward and paid $30.00 for breakfast. 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1)  Claremore Lilac Festival – May 1st.  Kathy has 
been notified that the club can have all the space they 
need.  Bob Buttram stated that this is a great festival 
and the atmosphere is great.  Sponsors this year are 
Union Pacific Railroad.  Mike and Kathy Klawitter 
will head up this event. 
 

2) Muskogee Railroad Day – May 15th  Vernon will 
email the organizers to accept their invitation. 
 

3)  Sign holder.  Bob Buttram will handle making the 
holder with Michael Klawitter and Joe Salamon 
volunteering to help. 
 

4)  Spring Tour, June 6th-– Members participating as 
of March Meeting are Bob Buttram, Vernon Guess,  
Bill Black, Bob Gardine and Joe Salamon. 
 

5) Summer Clinics – Bill Black is in charge of 
scheduling the summer clinics. This will be discussed 
at the next meeting.  As of this meeting he has filled 
May with Bob Gardine May 29-31, and Donnie and 
Barbara Shirey in August. 
 

6) Constitution – Kathy Klawitter read the 1st 
reading of the proposed changes in the club 
Constitution.  The first reading has been accepted by 
the membership 
 

7)  Railmail – Kathy Klawitter read a motion for an 
additional segment of the Railmail: 
 “Regarding the Railmail, there are 8 more 
issues coming out this year and 11 each year after 
that.  It is great to have it back up and going, to keep 
it going, I would like to make the following motion:   
Anyone that submits at least four half-page articles a 
year regarding “How To Segments” or “Product 
Review” with regards to Garden Railroading will 
have their names and list of articles published in the 
end of the year Railmail (November Railmail) so the 
club can vote on “The Best of Show Writer for the 
Year” and the winner of this contest receives free 
dues for the following year for his or her family. 
 
Steps to implement and clarification: 

 
Continued On Page 5 
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Product Info…. 
 

Quantum Engineer 
 

 With all the talk about these new Sound 
Decoders/Speed Decoders for DCC being installed 
in the new ARISTO locomotives, I wanted to tell 
you about a way to control some of the sounds you 
have in those chips while running on DC power and 
not on DCC.  With the Quantum Engineer (sold with 
and with out the ‘Atlas’ name printed on the unite) 
you can control Lights, Air Brake Sounds (and 
others), Adjust the Volume, Adjust the Load, Hear 
Status Reports and more all while running your 
locomotive on DC power.  This unite uses special 
remote control signals to operate different features 
without the need for complicated and expensive 
digital systems like DCC.  These ‘signals’ are just 
switching the direction of the analog power (DC) in 
a set sequence telling the decoder what to do, once 
you push the button for ‘grade crossing’ you will 
hear small clicking sounds and then the locomotive 
will blow for the crossing.   
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Wiring is simple; two red wires go the variable DC 
output from the power pack and two black wires go 
to the track. All features on the power pack remain 
the same including throttle and reverse switch 
control. It takes less than five minutes to add the 
Quantum Engineer to your existing power pack.  
Then you just press the button for the sound you 
want to hear and your locomotive does as you have 
asked.  One problem is the QE is only rated at 2.5 
amps, so running only 1 locomotive is 
recommended, but this ‘Engineer’ will work on any 
of the QSI decoders, just another way of keeping the 
cost down, sound up, while having fun. 

Continued from Page 4 
1) At least four half-page articles have to be 

submitted in the same year. 
2) The Railmail Editor and Officers will 

oversee the receipts of said votes, via email 
or written statement only. 

3) Only 1 vote per household will be recorded. 
4) Voting starts with the publishing of the 

November Railmail.  In that issue each 
person’s name and articles they wrote will be 
listed.  Voting ends at our January meeting, 
with results published in the February 
Railmail. 

5) Qualifying articles for the next month’s 
Railmail must be submitted by the previous 
months meeting. (i.e., submission for this 
year would be the October meeting). 

6) If you submit more than one article at-a-
time; the Editor of the Railmail has the right 
to spread those submissions out within that 
year.  However, all articles must be 
published. 

7) Any current member meeting the above 
criteria is eligible to submit articles and 
receive dues waiver. 

In conclusion, my hope with this motion will help 
continue the growth of our publications by offering 
an incentive for investment to the club. 

Motion made, seconded.  Motion passed. 
 

8)  Show and Tell – Members were asked to bring 
their favorite train book for show and tell at April’s 
meeting. 

Barbara Black 
Secretary 

Tulsa Garden Railroad Club 

April Presentation 
 Riddle Plant Farm 

~~~~~~ 
May Presentation 

Operation Lifesaver 
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DIANTHUS 
 
  Zones: 3-8.  

 
Mini version of the classic Dianthus.  
 
Long spring blooming period. Tiny ruby pink flower heads.  
 
Spreads very slowly as is more the clumping type.   
 
This is a perennial, comes back each spring just a little bigger 
mound. 

   
  
 

Creeping Phlox 
    

Zones 3-9, best in full sun and well-drained soils 
  

In the spring, creeping phlox produce small flowers in dense 
clusters.  If massed together as a groundcover, these plants make a 
powerful landscaping statement. 

 
Perennial, plats reach 6” in height x 2ft, and most retain green 
needle-like foliage throughout the winter 

 
The come in red, white, blue, pink, rose lavender purple or 
variegated. 
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April 29 th Meeting  
Preliminary Agenda 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Report on setup at Touch-A-Truck 
2. Report on setup at Jenks 
3. Update on status of Bylaws Committee 
4. Other 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Upcoming Shows 
a. Claremore 
b. Muskogee 

2. 2010 Tour 
3. Summer Series 

a. When do we start? 
5. Other  
6. Directory Update 

Show & Tell 
“Your Favorite Train Book” 

 
Please notify the President and/or Vice-President for 

additions to the agenda. 
 

April Presentation 
 “Air Brushing 101”  

~~~~~~ 
May Presentation 

Operation Lifesaver 
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The following is a list of Local Model Railroad 
Organizations and other Clubs of interest…. 
 
Indian Nations Division of the NMRA 
 www.tulsanmra.org 
  Dave Salamon 918.272.5512 
 
Oklahoma Narrow Gauge 
 www.okng.org 
  Randy Smith 918.366.7152 
 
North Eastern Oklahoma N Scalers 
 www.tulsa-neons.com 
  Richard Fisher 918.298.4800 
 
Green Country Model Railroaders Association 
 www.gcmra.org 
  Lynn Dietrich 918.361.6669 
 
Claremore & Southern RR 
 www.csrailroad.com 
  George Kohlhofer 918.638.0075 
 
Green Country Water Garden Society 
 www.gcwgs.com 
  Susanne Thompson 918.584.3765 
 
Oklahoma Koi Society 
 www.oklakoi.org 
  Jesus Briot 405.672.8579 
 
Tulsa Garden Club 
  
  Marilyn Coker 918.245.5293 
 
Green Country Bonsai 
 www.greencountrybonsai.org 
  Justin Lovelace 918.798-8818 
 
Tulsa Perennial Club 
 www.tulsaperennialclub.com 
  Frankie Foster Catts 
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ACWR DM NS

ACL ETWN NW

ARA ERIE NYC

ARR FEC NWP

AMTK GMRC OCE

AOK GT PC

ATW GTW PLE

ATN GWR PRR

ATSF HB PSR

AW IC PNWR

BAR ICE PW

BO IORY RSR

BLE KCS SAL

BM KKRR SCL

BN LA SLSF

BNSF LRWN SDAE

BPRR LN SOO

C&G LW SOU

CMO MVRY SP

CN MEC SLS&E

CNW MNO SSW

CP MPA TPW

CSX MILW UP

DRGW MKT UTAH

DTI NKCR WP

DLW NKP WSL

DW NOKL WE

These are the RRs REPORTING MARKS and may vary from what we usually think of as the RRs abreviations.  Just 
for Fun see how many of these RRs you can correctly identify, answers wil appear in the May Railmail.

����
�
� � � � � � � � � Riddle Plat Farm 

� � � � � � � � � Established in 1936 
3510 Summit Ave 
Sand Springs, OK 74063-3809 
(918) 245-3158� � �
� � �  


