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Narrow Gauge Minded, Standard Gauge Hearted 

Wow!  What a start to the New Year, snow during 

Christmas, and another good storm that pushed back our first 

meeting.  One nice thing about snow and ice, if you have 

models to work on you can get a lot done.  I hooked up my 

DCC system and then just ran trains on rollers for most of the 

weekend.   

As always the first half of the year seems to have the 

most activities. Lots of train shows, lots of planting, and a lot 

of planning. I would like to thank the ones that brought items 

for show and tell last meeting (pictures at the end).  Its always 

fun showing your stuff off.  For the month of February, the 

theme for “show & tell” is locomotives (Any type of rail 

transportation).  If you have a loco that’s your favorite, kit-

bashed, or just love it the way it comes out of the box; bring it 

and show it off. 

With our first “mini-clinic” on buildings, I hope to see 

some new buildings on your layout this year.  This coming 

month we have “Printing Logos for your Buildings”, and 

around the corner is Air Brushing: HOW-2 Get Started, 

Weathering, plants in the garden, and Operation Lifesaver. 

See you at the meeting……        �
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The Tulsa Garden Railroad Club was 
founded in January 1997. Its purpose is to 
encourage and broaden the knowledge of 

large scale garden railroad activities. It is open 
to anyone interested in large-scale outdoor or 

indoor model railroading. 
 

Membership in the TGRRC is open to anyone 
with an interest in trains and garden 

railroading. Individual memberships are $20 
and family memberships (up to 4) are $30 per 

year. 
Make sure to check out our website for  

other manufacturer information. 
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New for 2010, we are encouraging our members 

to pass on information about any new product 
and/or a review of a product you use and believe 
this information may benefit club members.  So, if 
you have something you would like to contribute 

or if you have a product you would like our 
“Outstanding Railmail Staff” to question and 

report back on, let us know! 

From The Last Train Stop:  

Trackman 2000 
 

 

 

 

 

Many of the G-gauge trains we purchase 
are made in China, Germany and overseas 
locations.  But the Trackman 2000 is not only 
made in the USA, it’s made right here in Green 
Country.  You maybe asking yourself Trackman 
2000, huh?  What is it?  The Trackman 2000 is a 
great way to keep your track clean from oxidation 
and/or corrosion on the market.   

 Without getting into the crazy chemistry of 
oxidation/corrosion lets break it down to a simple 
form: Oxidation is caused when oxygen in the air 
combines with the metal of the track to form a 
new compound.  This oxidation then works as an 
insulator to your track power.  There are different 
ways to remove this oxidation, you can use 
chemical compounds or clean the railhead with a 
mild abrasive material.   Depending on your 
location this oxidation can be almost none to 
very, very severe.  Oxidation is one of the hardest 
things to deal with in garden railroading.  This 
oxidation is very easy to see with brass track, and 
in some cases happen on stainless steel. 

 The Trackman 2000 uses a mild abrasive 
material (looks like 3m’s Scotchbrite, but is much 
tougher).  This material not only cleans the 
railhead itself but comes in contact with the side 
of the railhead where your flanges may contact 
the rail.  The track cleaning car weighs a good 

amount, well above other track cleaning cars the 
major manufactures make.   

 The cleaning car comes ready to run, right 
out of the box.  All you have to do is adjust the 
two tension adjustment caps.  The caps help your 
car do a light dusting of the track to a thorough 
scrubbing.   

 The car is produced with USA metal 
wheels, mounted on Aristo-Craft trucks, with the 
Aristo knuckle couplers at each end.  The pads 
are mounted in two strips.  These two strips allow 
the pads to move over track magnets and 
switches, without hanging up like other brands.  
The articulated design of the Trackman 2000 
allows it to clean the tightest curves on the 
market. The pads are very easy to replace, just 
pop out the tabs on the ends and put a new one 
in. 

 The website for the Trackman 2000 
(www.trackman2000.com) is in the process of 
being rebuilt due to the original owner passing 
away.  Now the Last Train Stop, here in Owasso, 
owns the patent and is in the process of 
converting everything over and bringing the 
website up to date.  Theses cleaning cars are 
being produced in all the gauges from Z to G.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retail Price for the G cleaner: $135.00 

(Special Club Pricing Maybe Available, Just Ask) 

Replacement parts and pads are available. 

(Other pictures on page 9) 
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Feb 20th Payne County Expo, Stillwater 
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Feb 27th Clarion Hotel, Bentonville, AR 
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March 6th – 7th Tulsa Convention Center 
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March 20th Rose State College, Midwest City 
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April 10th Downtown Okmulgee��
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April 10th Downtown Bixby Main Street��
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April 17th Sand Springs Main Street 
 

%=�
!�0������
���� �
��=�	 �
April 23rd – 25th Claremore Expo Center 
 

D��A
�&�
�� �
��=�	 �
April 24th Downtown Jenks 
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May 1st Downtown Claremore 
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May 15th Three Rivers Museum�
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June 5th Our Layouts 
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June 26th -27th Overland Park/Kansas City, KS 
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·  A Live steam track for hobbyist that loves running trains 
the way they used to when steam locomotives were king.  

·  Clinics given by those knowledgeable in all aspects of 
garden railroading- rails to gardening.  

·  Scale cars and trucks for the model car enthusiasts.  

·  Specialty glues for bonding all types of materials.  

·  Parts, people, and accessories for scale model buildings; 
including diorama model contest to show off custom 
built projects including locomotive, rolling stock, 
buildings and more. 
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Garden railroading is much more than 
tracks and trains. 

It's a whole world in miniature. 
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February 04, 2010-Sub for January 
Meeting Club Minutes 

 
The meeting opened with a PowerPoint presentation by 
Vernon Guess on buildings and scale.  Please purchase 
a copy of the presentation for the list of these 
companies; Vernon stated that he would burn the 
presentation for club members for a $3.00 charge 
(donated to the club). 

OLD BUSINESS 
Christmas Parades:  Sheila Buttram reported that we 
won 3rd place at the Sapulpa Parade and a Frankoma 
Plate; Out of three categories we won the Most 
Innovative Float and a “lovely cup” from the Tulsa 
Parade.   Sheila was in charge of making the float and 
everyone that worked on getting the train ready had a 
good time, in spite of the wind. 
 
Christmas Party:  Bob Gardine reported that the party 
was a lot of fun, good attendance, good time, good food 
and the price was right. 
 
Permanent Place for Meetings:  After much discussion 
a motion was made, seconded and passed that we 
continue meeting at the Airport Baptist Church.  Bob 
Buttram stated that the Church members are in favor of 
the club meeting in their facility and did not expect us 
to pay for the use of their building.  Members feel that 
we should compensate them for using their facility.  A 
motion was made to pay the Church $25.00 a quarter 
and place a donation jar inside the door for members to 
drop their pocket change upon entering the meeting, 
and donate this amount three months along with the 
$25.00.  Motion seconded and passed.  These motions 
will be voted on yearly. 
 
Maplewood Christmas Layout:  Suzanne Honeyman 
read a letter from the care center thanking the club for 
the “train” and related how much the residents enjoyed 
it and hoped we could do the same next year.  Bill 
Black related that the residents enjoyed watching him 
and Joe Salamon set-up the Helix and how much they 
enjoyed the entire procedure. 
 

Business cards: Vernon reported they are printed and 
will be at the February meeting.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 
Kathy Klawitter will chair a committee to update the 
club’s by-laws.  She passed out a sign-up sheet for 
those interested in working on the by-laws.  
 
People needing a name badge should email or phone 
Barbara Black.  We would like to order several 
badges rather than just one or two. 
 
The upcoming Bentonville, Arkansas show is 
scheduled for February 27th.  Vernon will head up the 
show if we are welcome to attend, awaiting 
confirmation on our entry. 
 
Jenks Herb Festival (4/24).  Joe reported that he has 
talked with the Jenks people and we have been 
moved to Main Street.  Joe will work with Colebrook 
Nursery for plants on the layout. >Lilac Festival in 
Claremore (5/1); >Railroad Days in Muskogee 
(5/15).>Vernon commented that there are two other 
shows coming up: the Stillwater show 2/20 and the 
Midwest City show 3/20. 
 
Budget: Vernon presented the Proposed Preliminary 
Budget to inform the members where the Money is 
and where it is going.  Much discussion from the 
membership brought the following suggestions:  Not 
to have door prizes at the Christmas Party; Sell raffle 
tickets for the Christmas Party earlier than in the past, 
perhaps sell them from January 1 through October, 
and with that money buy the door prizes; Still sell 
raffle tickets up to the event and with that money put 
it back in the club funds. A motion was made, 
seconded and passed that we continue with door 
prizes, using the following method: Raffle tickets will 
be sold all year around, only money collected from 
Jan 1 to Oct. 31 will be spent on items for the raffle, 
with monies collected from Jan 1 to the convention 
being able to be spent at the convention-tickets sold 
from Nov 1 until Christmas Party will become 
income for the club.   

Continued On Page 5 
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Continued from Page 4 
Flyers and tour books were discussed.  The tour is 
the first Saturday in June and we need to get moving 
so that we have them to hand out at the various 
shows we will be attending.  Vernon feels we should 
charge $3.00 for the tour books. Kathy Klawitter 
will head a committee to work on the tour books as 
long as they agree to meet at her house in 
Claremore.  Bill Black, Joe Salamon, and Vernon 
Guess agreed to serve on her committee. 
 
Donny Shirey volunteered to put all videos on a 
DVD’s of each yard in the tour and have them ready 
by the Tulsa Show to show on a TV or projector.   
 
Susan Hartman has replied to a letter from Vernon 
on having a food drive during the spring tour.  She is 
very interested in assisting us with advertising and 
getting our name out as a result.  She will contact 
media such as newspaper, television and radio.  
They will also pick-up any canned goods that each 
host receives and handle all logistics.  Vernon will 
continue to communicate with her and progress will 
be reported at the February meeting. 
 
A display will be set-up at the Martin Library at 
9:30, Saturday, Feb 6th.  The display will be shown 
for a month.  Sammy and Harry Wolohon and 
Vernon will set-up the display (weather permitting) 
anyone interested is also welcome. 
 
 There will be a work day Saturday, February 13th at 
the Sheila and Bob Buttram’s (9:30AM) 
 
Bob Gardine announced that he will have an open 
house on Memorial Day Weekend, both Saturday 
and Monday (05/29 & 05/31). 

Barbara Black 
Secretary 

Tulsa Garden Railroad Club 

February Presentation 
 “Printing Logos for Your Buildings” 

~~~~~~ 
March Presentation 
 “Air Brushing 101”  
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Other New Products 
 
New G-Scale 
 Kadee® Couplers 
 
 
 
 
 
In the world of         G-scale there are a couple 
different groups      of people when it comes to their                     
couplers.               We have groups that build 
transition cars for everything they have, and we have 
groups that change everything they have over to one 
type of coupler.  With in the last group of people 
you have those that love Kadee® couplers and those 
that don’t.  This new product is supposed to fix what 
seems to be the largest hold up for those who don’t 
love Kadee® couplers but want desperately to love 
them. What seems to be the largest problem has to 
do with the SPRING.  See the older Kadee® couplers 
had an exposed spring; these new AAR Type “E” 
Couplers have a “Hidden Knuckle Spring”.  These 
new couplers are 100% compatible with the older 
Kadee® Large Scale Couplers, and are marketed as 
“stronger” then the older style.  Kadee’s® plan is to 
produce all of their existing items in this new style 
(both in G-scale and #1 Scale).  Another problem 
some had with Kadee’s® were the type of gear boxes. 
They have now produced 7 new gear boxes to meet 
your needs.  Best of all these are “Made Entirely in 
the U.S.A.”. 
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Rhododendron Azalea 
   

 
   
 Height x spread in 10 years: 6” x 14” 
  
 Flowers are 1-1/2inches wide, with purplish color and darker 
   blotch. Very compact habit with leaves that are very narrow 
  and 1 inch long.  Great for Bonsai, grows 2 to 3 inches a year. 
 
 Grown in zones 4-8 
 
 Partial Shade 
 

 

Crapemyrtle (Lagerstroemia) Dwarf Shrub 
    
 Plants are very easy-to-grow 
  

Pocomoke’ (hybride) – 3’ to 4’ wide and 2’ to 3’ high, compact 
mound, rose-pink flowers (see first photo)  

 
Full sun and moist, well-drained soil; peak flowering from July to 
September, autumn leaf color and year round exfoliating bark. 

 
 New plants make look sick or just piles of sticks. 
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February 25th Meeting  
Preliminary Agenda 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Report on setup at Library 
2. Report on work Party 
3. Update on status of Bylaws Committee 
4. Update on show status Bentonville, AR 
5. Other 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Upcoming Shows 
a. Sign Holder 
b. Videos 

2. 50/50 Discussion – Other Fundraiser 
 Thoughts 

3. 2010 Tour – Update (hand-outs / food drive) 
4. Open Houses 

a. Just to be open (volunteer-show off) 
b. For “Summer Series of Clinics”  

5. Other  
Show & Tell 

“Your Favorite Locomotive” 
 

Please notify the President and/or Vice-President for 
additions to the agenda. 

 

February Presentation 
 “Printing Logos for Your Buildings” 

~~~~~~ 
March Presentation 
 “Air Brushing 101” 
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During our presentation at the last meeting on 
“Buildings A to Z” a question came up about the 
different “scales” in G-gauge and if 1:32 (MTH) 

really ran on g-gauge track.  Below is a break down 
(simple or not) of all the scales our “Outstanding 

Railmail Staff” could compile.  First lets again look 
at “scale & gauge”: Scale = the relationship between 

the size of the model(s) and the actual size of the 
real train (1:1); "Gauge" is the distance between the 

rails. 
 
Scale Gauge Scale-

Foot 
Proportion Runs 

On 
T 3.0mm .026” 1:450 T-size 

ZZ 4.8mm .039” 1:300 ZZ-size 
Z 6.5mm .055” 1:220 Z-size 

Nn3 6.5mm .075” 1:160 Z-size 
N 9.0mm .075” 1:160 N-size 

TTn3 9.0mm .118” 1:101 N-size 
TT 12.0mm .099” 1:120 N-size 

HOn2 7.0mm .137” 1:87 HOn2 
HOn3 10.5mm .137” 1:87 HOn3 
HO 16.5mm .137” 1:87 HO-size 
00 16.5mm .157” 1:76.2 HO-size 

Sn3 14.3mm .1875” 1:64 Sn3-size 

S 14.3mm .1875” 1:64 S-size 
On2 12.7mm .249” 1:48 On2-Size 
On3 19.05mm .249” 1:48 On3-Size 

On30 16.5mm .249” 1:48 HO-size 
O 32.0mm .249” 1:48 O-size 
#1 45.0mm .375” 1:32 G-size 

N/A 45.0mm .413” 1:29 G-size 
Half 45.0mm .499” 1:24 G-size 
Gn15 16.5mm .499” 1:24 HO-size 
N/A 45.0mm .533” 1:22.5 G-size 

F 45.0mm .591” 1:20.3 G-size 
 
The term "scale" is a misnomer, as the actual scale of the trains 
that run on it vary from system to system, country to country. 

G scale is more correctly called "G Gauge", as the gauge of the 
track, 45 mm or about 1.75 inches, is the one consistency. 

 
Standard Gauge would be right before G-Gauge, at 2.25in 

between running rails, American Flyer, Ives and some Lionel 
have track to this configuration, but referred to as Wide Gauge. 

1:32 1:29 1:24 1:22.5 1:20.3 
Accucraft  Accucraft  Accucraft 

 Aristo Aristo   
Aster     

   Bachmann Bachmann 
   Hartland  
   LGB  

Marklin     
MTH     

 USA USA   
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Joe’s Show & Tell 
Victor’s Shoes 

Klawitter’s Christmas Cars (LGB, Aristo), 
Victor’s SD45, and Vernon’s 10amp NCE DCC 

System 

Bob G. Items for Sale 
 

Building for that Nights Presentation 
 


