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Narrow Gauge Minded, Standard Gauge Hearted 

The year is chugging right along.  We are working on 

some great things with our tour and food drive this year.  

We had a good turn out at the Great Train Expo.  

The new raised ground track was a hit, thanks to all that put 

many hours of work into making that happen.  Also a big 

thanks to those that help put the display up at the Martin 

Library last month.  Some good feed back on the setup.   

The officers are still looking for ideas for the 

information/review section of the Railmail, and your ideas and 

suggestions for presentations are all ways welcome.   

With spring right around the corner (March 20th), its 

time for the herb festivals to begin, I count three or four in our 

area next month.  So, its time now to start thinking of new 

plants for your railroads, I’m looking at getting my hands on 

some new dwarf crape-myrtle plants.  I really liked the color 

they brought to my layout.  Keep your eyes out on your 

favorite plants and share them with the club… 

See you at the meeting……        �
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The Tulsa Garden Railroad Club was 
founded in January 1997. Its purpose is to 
encourage and broaden the knowledge of 

large scale garden railroad activities. It is open 
to anyone interested in large-scale outdoor or 

indoor model railroading. 
 

Membership in the TGRRC is open to anyone 
with an interest in trains and garden 

railroading. Individual memberships are $20 
and family memberships (up to 4) are $30 per 

year. 
Make sure to check out our website for  

other manufacturer information. 
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Installing QSI in your  

Aristo GP-40 
 The first Railmail of 2010, talked about the 
QSI Quantum Aristo Sound Board and how easy 
it was to install in the new Aristo engines.  This 
article will show you step by step how easy it is to 
do.  

 First, here is a list of items I like to have 
on hand before I start installing in a PnP loco: 

1) Screwdriver Set 

2) Gel Superglue 

3) Needle Nose Pliers 

4) Multimeter  

I also like to have a test track, stationary 
rollers and DC power supply setup so I can test 
the unit out on DC current.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If you have a train cradle, get it out now as 
well (I need to build one).  First step for this 
locomotive you have to completely remove the 
handrails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After removing the handrails-you will have 

to remove the cab body from the frame; there are 
10 screws (+/-) that have to be removed for this 
to happen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once this is completed, carefully turn the 
unit over and remove the body.  Remember there 
are numerous wires that will are connected 
between the frame and body.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On the last page of this Railmail you will 
find some close up shots of where the board goes 
(there is a capacitor on the right side middle of 
where the board goes when looking at the unit in 
the above picture that will have to be carefully 
bent down out of the way for the board to be 
securely pushed in).   Once the board is seated 
you can now plug the speaker wire to the Aristo 
board and glue the reed switch to the side of the 
shell, I like to use the gel super glue for this.  This 
reed switch will allow you to control the volume of 
the locomotive on DC powered track.  A simple 
magnet pin will suffice.  Now start putting 
everything back together.  TIP: Due to most 
model screws being self tapping, when screwing 
back in, go in reverse, feel for the tread drop and 
then proceed screwing it in.  This will help in not 
stripping the plastic out and retapping the hole.   
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Feb 20th Payne County Expo, Stillwater 
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Feb 27th Clarion Hotel, Bentonville, AR 
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March 6th – 7th Tulsa Convention Center 
 

�����
�����4��
����# �� �
March 20th Rose State College, Midwest City 
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April 10th Downtown Okmulgee��
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April 10th Downtown Bixby Main Street��
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April 17th LaFortune Park�
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April 17th Sand Springs Main Street 
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April 23rd – 25th Claremore Expo Center 
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April 24th Downtown Jenks 
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May 1st Downtown Claremore 
���	
����$�4
 �
May 15th Three Rivers Museum�
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June 5th Our Layouts 
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June 26th -27th Overland Park/Kansas City, KS 
  

�

��������������������������������������������������� �

·  A Live steam track for hobbyist that loves running trains 
the way they used to when steam locomotives were king.  

·  Clinics given by those knowledgeable in all aspects of 
garden railroading- rails to gardening.  

·  Scale cars and trucks for the model car enthusiasts.  

·  Specialty glues for bonding all types of materials.  

·  Parts, people, and accessories for scale model buildings; 
including diorama model contest to show off custom 
built projects including locomotive, rolling stock, 
buildings and more. 
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Garden railroading is much more than 
tracks and trains. 

It's a whole world in miniature. 
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Tulsa Garden Railroad Club 
February 25, 2010 Meeting 

Minutes 
 

Meeting was called to order by President, Vernon Guess 
who reported that the Treasurer would not be present.  
Therefore he gave a report of $1,112.00 in the checking 
account and $3,018.67 in the savings account.  He called for 
a motion to approve (or disapprove) the treasurer’s report as 
given.  Motion made, seconded and Treasurer’s Report 
approved as stated.  He asked for a motion to approve (or 
disapprove) the minutes as read in the Railmail.  Motion 
made, seconded and minutes were approved. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

 

�LIBRARY DISPLAY .  The display at the library will be 
taken down on Wednesday at 9:30 am.  The set-up was 
provided by Nadine Hodge, Joe Salamon, Vernon Guess, 
Sammie and Harry Wolohon.  Vernon read a “thank you” 
from the library for the display. 

�BENTONVILLE SHOW.  Vernon has tried to contact the 
Bentonville, AR, organizers for information on their show.  
As of this date he has not received any further contact from 
them.  As a result, it was decided that we would not 
participate in the Bentonville show this year.  We will work 
on the modules and trailer at the Buttram’s on Saturday, 
2/27/10 at 9:30 am. And get ready for the Tulsa Train Show. 

�WORK PARTY.  Kathy Klawitter reported that there was 
a work party on 2/13/10 at 9:30 am at the Klawitter’s home.  
Those attending were the Klawitters, the Blacks, Sky Sharp, 
Vernon Guess, and Victor Guess.  She reported that 4 
modules were built and the trailer modified to house not 
only the modules but also the ground track.  The frame is 
finished and foam is on the top of the frame.  Buildings were 
placed on the module and the track was temporarily put 
down.  Legs need to be put on, the finishing of the top, 
landscaping and cutting of wood for the track. The first 
meeting on restructuring the trailer was held in October and 
the second meeting in February. 

�BUSINESS CARDS. The club allocated $20.00 toward the 
cost of business cards.  Vernon suggested that we re-allocate 
the $20.00 to be used for the raised ground track.  The cards 
were presented but were recalled due to some errors.  
Vernon will re-print the 500 business cards and donate 
another 500 cards to the club.  Motion made, seconded and 
passed. 

NEW BUSINESS 

�TULSA TRAIN SHOW.  March 5th, 6th and 7th we will 
start setting up for the Tulsa Train Show.  Set-up will 
begin at noon on Friday and finish by 7:00 pm that day.  
Several members volunteered to set-up and work the show 
on Saturday and Sunday.  Joe Salamon will pull the small 
trailer and Bob Buttram will pull the large trailer.  Stan 
Morris, Bill Black, Joe Salamon, Bob Buttram and Harry 
Woholon, will set-up Friday.  Saturday volunteers were 
Bill Black, ½ day, Mike Klawitter and Harry Woholon   

�The 50/50 fundraising was explained that everyone puts 
in $5.00 and put their name in a hat.  A drawing is held 
with 50% of the revenue going to the club and 50% to the 
winning name pulled out of the hat.  There will be more 
discussion on this at a later date. 

�  Suggestions were offered on containers for donations at 
the various shows we the club participates in.  Several 
members stated they had containers they could donate..  
Harry Wolohon will handle the securing of containers.  
Kathy Klawitter offered a large plastic jug, Joe Salamon 
donated a Lionel container   Vernon explained that he had 
donation containers for donation to the facility, one for the 
club donations, and a suggestion box. 

�CLUB, LIBRARY & FOOD BANK 
COLLABORATION.  Vernon has spoken to Susan 
Haartman of the Community Food Bank of Eastern 
Oklahoma, and Amy Stephens of the Martin Library.  
Working with the both organizations will greatly enhance 
recognition of our tour June 6, 2010. The Food Bank will 
help handle the PR with the Tulsa World, Channels, 2, 6, 8 
and 23, and help with providing a flyer detailing the club 
activities.  They will also provide volunteers to be at each 
host layout, take donations, record donations, pick-up 
donations, take them to the Food Bank of Eastern 
Oklahoma, weigh them and furnish us with the results.  
Entry to the host lay-outs is a can of food.  If a visitor does 
not have a can of food they may make a cash donation 
which the volunteers will also take care of.   Visitors that 
want to tour all of the lay-outs will bring at least 4 cans of 
food, have their hands stamped or given a color bracelet 
plus a ticket to provide entry to the other lay-outs.  A press 
release will go out to the Tulsa World stating the 
involvement between the Food Bank and the Club; 
explaining all the details.  Nadine Hodge and Suzanne 
Honeyman will work with Colebrook Nursery for the 
coupon that will be placed on the flyer/hand out. 

Continued On Page 5 
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Other New Products 
 
Large Scale Signals and Systems 
  by South Bend Signal Company 
 

In this months article I wanted to share with 
you a new company, The South Bend Signal 
Company.  This is a relatively new company in the 
Large Scale arena with some great looking new 
products for our trackside needs.  This company has 
been making N, HO and O scale products for a 
handful of years now, but last year introduced an 
“Easy Signal” at the Nation Garden Railroad 
Convention in Denver.  These signals are stand 
alone, good looking, powered signals.  Just put              
in       in a 9 volt battery and set it next to 
t       the track and your ready to go, no 
a       additional wiring needed.   As of    
       now, they produce different types 
o       of block signals (single, double, a 
       and dwarf signal targets) and  
       Crossing Signals.  This company 
m       makes different control unites to 
m       meet our different needs, from IF 
d       detectors that can be mounted  
       between the rails and ties, to a  
       stand alone unit that activates as  
       the train passes by.   
   From all accounts the   
                  manufacture states these are for  
       use indoor and outdoor, making 
these       these perfect for any modern 
modeling large scale railroading fan.  Along with 
flashing lights on the crossing signals you can 
purchase the package with or with out sound.  The 
configurations they offer make these units 
compatible with any operating system (DC, DCC, 
LiveSteam or Battery).  They also offer a FRED, 
that operates on 4 AAA batteries that attaches under 
the car body and attaches to coupler with a clip, this 
unit can be transferred from one car to another in 
seconds.  For pricing and more info visit their 
website @ www.sbsignal.com.  
 
 
  

Continued from Page 4 
�BY-LAW COMMITTEE.   Kathy Klawitter, 
Chairman of the By-law Committee, reported on a 
recent meeting held to re-write/amend the 
Constitution and By-laws.  The committee is 
comprised of Cindy Whitton, Joe Salamon, Nadine 
Hodge, Sheila Buttram, Stan Morris and Bill Black.  
Kathy read the existing Constitution through Section 
5 and then the changes that were made by the 
committee through Section 5.  Much discussion 
ensued and many changes were made.  The 
committee will meet again and report back at a later 
time. 

�PRESENTATION. A demonstration on sign 
making for your buildings was given by Dave 
Salamon along with a power point on the sizes of 
signs and tools needed. 

�JIM’S MODEL SALE.  Jim Martin is selling 
several pieces of track, trains, seven turnouts, etc.  
He has opted to let the club have a chance on buying 
these articles before he advertises them.  The price 
of the entire collection was set at $350.00.  A motion 
was made, seconded and passed that the club 
purchase the entire layout, without any objection or 
discussion. 

In lieu of the time element it was agreed that we 
would skip the rest of the agenda which involved 
discussion of:  Open Houses for summer series of 
clinics, and the Railmail. 

 

�SHOW AND TELL .   Several members brought 
their “favorite” engines to show and tell.  Each 
member explained the history of their engine and all 
it could do. 

Barbara Black 
Secretary 

Tulsa Garden Railroad Club 

February Presentation 
 “Air Brushing 101”  

~~~~~~ 
March Presentation 

 From A Nursery 
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Zones: 5-10. The tiniest leafed, slowest growing Boxwood that we have 
found. In 10 years maybe 6 inches tall. Prefers morning sun or partial 
shade. Full sun in cool summer areas and West Coast. Use as a perfect 
mini hedge, or landscape tree in mini scenes. Good in troughs, Saikei 
tray scenes, Mame Bonsai. LiveScale©Choice-Mini Perfection! Photo 
shows older plant trimmed as mini tree. Shipping size: 1½-2 inches with 
deep, full root system. 
 

 

Purple Coneflower (Echinacea Purpurea) 
    

Plants are very easy-to-grow, while it is often found in full sun; part 
shade will keep the flower color brighter longer. 

  
 24in wide and 12 to 36in high; cold-hardy in zones 3 to 9 and heat 
tolerant in zones 9 to 1. 

 
Perennial 

 
 Hybrid types: Coconut Lime, Fragrant Angel and Tomato Soup 
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March 25th Meeting  
Preliminary Agenda 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Report on setup at Great Train Expo 
2. Update on status of Bylaws Committee 
3. Other 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Upcoming Shows 
a. Need Built: Sign Holder 

2. 2010 Tour (Flyers) ~ WHO? 
3. Open Houses 

a. Just to be open (volunteer-show off) 
b. For “Summer Series of Clinics”  

4. Touch-A-Truck (Library Setup) 
5. Other  
6. Member Numbers 

Show & Tell 
“Your Favorite Train Picture” 

 
Please notify the President and/or Vice-President for 

additions to the agenda. 
 

March Presentation 
 “Air Brushing 101”  

~~~~~~ 
April Presentation 
 A Local Nursery 
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The following website may help with the purchasing 
of your garden railroading needs (not in any 
particular order, and not an endorsement)..… 
 
RLD Hobbies (G-gauge Supplies) 
 www.rldhobbies.com 
   Albion, IL 
 
The Last Train Stop  
     (All Gauge, specializing G-gauge Supplies) 
 www.lasttrainstop.com 
   Owasso, OK 
 
St. Aubin (G-gauge Supplies) 
 www.staubintrains.com 
   Woodstock, IL 
 
Only Trains (G-gauge Supplies) 
 www.onlytrains.com 
   Buffalo, MN 
 
Nicholas Smith Trains (All Gauge Suppliers) 
 www.nstrains.com 
   Broomall, PA 
 
G Scale Junction (G-gauge Supplies) 
 www.gscalejunction.com 
   Newark, OH 
 
My Large Scale (G-gauge Info) 
 www.mylargescale.com 
   Web 
 
BridgeMasters (G-gauge Supplies) 
 www.bridge-masters.com  
   Placentia, CA 
 
Garden-Texture (G-gauge Buildings, etc) 
 www.gardentrexture.com 
   Canton, GA 
 
TrainWorld/TrainLand (All Gauge Suppliers) 
 www.trainworld.com 
   Brooklyn, NY 
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Mike’s 35ton Bachmann Shay 

(TOP) Sky’s Bachmann Outside Frame Consolidation 
(Bottom) Bob Black’s LGB 0-6-0 

Welcome…… 
 

Thanks, Dave! 
 

Vern’s USA GP-38 Vernon’s BLW Goose #6 



Installing QSI in your  
Aristo GP-40����
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