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Narrow Gauge Minded, Standard Gauge Hearted 

2009 is gone, 2010 is here!  With that comes 
new opportunities and new planning to begin.  I haven’t 
been much of a gardener, but am looking forward to a 
new year, with opportunities to plant new plants on my 
outdoor layout.  We may even start on our pond and 
waterfall for the front yard loop.  Have to start working 
now for this year’s tour! 

The officers have a lot of things planned this 
year, to help improve our knowledge and abilities in 
Garden Railroading.  The feedback you gave at 
November’s meeting will help with the planning of our 
Meetings over the next year.  As you read this, you can 
see we now have Railmail back up and running (on 
DCC Power w/Battery Backup).  If you have anything 
you would like to see in the Railmail, please drop a line 
to “info@tulsagardenrailroadclub.org” and let us know.   

We are in the process of scheduling “mini-
clinics” for our Meetings each month-the first of these to 
be over Buildings in G-Gauge, Printing Logos for your 
Buildings, Air Brushing-HOW-2 Get Started, Weathering 
and Operation Lifesaver. 

See you at the meeting……        ����������		�
Meeting @ Airport Free Will Baptist,1190 N. Mingo  Rd. 
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The Tulsa Garden Railroad Club was 
founded in January 1997. Its purpose is to 
encourage and broaden the knowledge of 

large scale garden railroad activities. It is open 
to anyone interested in large-scale outdoor or 

indoor model railroading. 
 

Membership in the TGRRC is open to anyone 
with an interest in trains and garden 

railroading. Individual memberships are $20 
and family memberships (up to 4) are $30 per 

year. 
Make sure to check out our website for  

other manufacturer information. 
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New for 2010, we are encouraging our members 

to pass on information about any new product 
and/or a review of a product you use and believe 
this information may benefit club members.  So, if 
you have something you would like to contribute 

or if you have a product you would like our 
“Outstanding Railmail Staff” to question and 

report back on, let us know! 

From QSI Solutions:  

Quantum Aristo Sound Decoder for  
   Aristocraft Locomotives 

While at the OKC Train Show last month, I 
stumbled across the QSI Solutions booth (the 
OKC Train Show invites different manufactures to 
display [headline] the show, 3 years ago 
Aristocraft was one of those manufactures). 

As I walked by their booth, they had a LGB side-
rod switcher, plugging along on stationary rollers.  
Coming from this little locomotive was some of 
the best sound I had ever heard.   After much 
discussion on the inner workings, I found out it 
had the new QSI Quantum Magnum aftermarket 
decoder placed inside along with the Quantum 
GWire Receiver. 

Here’s what the engine can do with this 
configuration: (anything and everything) 

1) Run on DC power and still have sound; 
either with a GWire throttle or power 
supply pack. 

2) Run on any DCC layout and have all the 
features within the DCC world with a 
GWire throttle or DCC throttle. 

3) Run on battery with a GWire Receiver 
with sound. 

For this passing of information I am going to 
discus the “Quantum Aristo Sound Decoder” and 
not everything that make the above loco run with 
GWire and batteries.   

Most of us run DC track power here in Tulsa, with 
a hand full running a mixture of DC and batteries. 
We are always looking for the best bang for our 
buck and easiest installation.   

My Family and I have decided to go DCC for 

operations on our home layouts, as well as our 
modular layout.  With that being said we didn’t 
want to install something in a loco we couldn’t 
use at a latter date and the price to do everything 
at one time was a budget buster (i.e. batteries, 
sound).  

I decided I would purchase the DCC system 
(NCE), but Victor wanted to run and have sound 
with DC at his house when I was running DCC at 
mine, so what to do? 

First, with locos that were set up with DCC 
decoders (Bachmann’s 3-truck Shay DCC 
Equipped) they would run on DC with sound, but 
the voltage had to be high, so by the time your 
loco was moving, the sound wouldn’t kick in until 
you hit a HIGH speed!  This was a major draw 
back.  If I wanted to take an engine over to the 
Buttrum’s and run; I wanted sound all the time not 
just when I am running well above a normal 
speed for a shay or on DCC layouts.   

So, I got what I wanted with the QSI decoder!  It 
is a dual decoder for operation under DC and 
DCC track power; it toggles automatically to DCC 
if a DCC signal is detected.  On DC power the 
engine runs normally and HAS sound at a LOW 
speed, and with a quick flip of the switch from 
forward to reverse and back the horn will blow 
and a slow flip will ring the bell on and off.  Then 
when you put it on any DCC track it detects the 
signal and you have all the features of DCC 
sounds and speed. (Best of both worlds!) 

My favorite aspect:  On all the “NEW” runs or 
reruns after about 2004, Aristo put in the 12-pin 
plug on their motherboards.  So, in a DASH-9 I 
can install the sound in about 5mins and in a SD-
45 about 15mins.  Most Aristo units come with a 
speaker already installed, so it just a couple steps 
and your up and running for sound on DC and 
any future DCC opportunities.   

 

 

 

 

Retail Price: $169.99-preprogrammed to your 
specs (type of locomotive) from the retailer. 
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Jan 29th – Jan 31st Expo Square Exchange Center 
 

����	����	
�����	���#��+������
Feb 20th Payne County Expo, Stillwater 
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Feb 27th Clarion Hotel, Bentonville, AR 
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March 6th – 7th Tulsa Convention Center 
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March 20th Rose State College, Midwest City 
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April 17th Sand Springs Main Street 
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April 23rd – 25th Claremore Expo Center 
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April 24th Downtown Jenks 
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May 1st Downtown Claremore 
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May 1st Downtown Okmulgee 
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May 15th Three Rivers Museum 
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June 5th Our Layouts 
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12/27/2009 (Letter from St Aubin’s Website) 
St. Aubin Junction, Las Vegas to Close  

It is with regret that I must inform the general public that St. Aubin Junction in Las Vegas Nevada 
will be closing its doors. We believe this move is necessary in order to keep our prices low and maintain a 
high level of customer service. All future business will be conducted through our Illinois flagship store, St. 
Aubin Station. 
 In these tough financial times it is harder than ever to stock and maintain a brick and mortar retail 
store. Our two biggest west coast customers, California and Nevada, have unemployment rates at 12.6% 
and 12.3%. A growing trend in this unique industry is the move towards internet and phone orders. In order 
to continue providing the low prices St. Aubin is known for, we must reduce our overhead.  
This is a truly niche hobby where fierce competition benefits the consumer. St. Aubin is proud to be the 
leader when it comes to extremely low competitive prices. I believe we will be better able to service our 
customers by consolidating operations into a single store with a central U.S. location.  
 I would like to thank all of the customers who have supported the Las Vegas location over the years. 
I hope the quality of service at this location has made an impression upon the customers and that they 
continue to maintain a relationship with us. We look forward to seeing and hearing from you at the 2010 
National Convention in Tacoma, online at staubintrains.com, on the phone, and in person at St. Aubin 
Station in Illinois.  

Yours Faithfully, Jason Sullivan, President St. Aubin 
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November 19, 2009,  
Club Minutes 

 
In the absence of President, Donnie Shirey, Bob 
Gardine opened the meeting.   
The minutes of the October meeting were 
approved as written. 
In the absence the Treasurer, there was no 
Treasurer’s report. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Shiela Buttram reported that the Sapulpa 
Christmas Parade is December 5th and the Tulsa 
Christmas Parade is December 12th.  The engine 
and caboose is on the trailer and there will be a 
workshop Saturday, November 21, at the 
Buttram home, 9:00 a.m.  Lunch will be served.. 

2. The January meeting will be at the Airport 
Baptist Church.  The club will decide at that 
time as to whether they want to make this 
location our permanent meeting place or if they 
would like to try somewhere else.  In either 
case, this will be our last meeting at the Zarrow 
Library 

3. Joe Salamon reported on the train set-up at the 
Maplewood Care Center.  Joe showed the 
Administrator two pictures of layouts and they 
chose the Helix.  Set- up will be around the 14th 
or 15th of December and run until December 
28th.  Bob Gardine and Bill Black will assist Joe 
in set-up 

4. The Christmas Party is set for December 13th at 
6:00 p.m.  The party will be held at the Hard 
Rock Casino in the Wild Potato Buffet.  Cost is 
$18.76 per person including gratuity.  If you are 
interested in the gift exchange you are to bring a 
gift for you and your guest/spouse. One for a 
male and one for a female.  Limit on cost of 
gifts is $15.00.  If you have already paid for 
your dinner and are unable to attend, the club 
will refund your money. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Bob Buttram showed TGRRC signs that are 
made on poster type boards.  He suggested we 
have them made on vinyl which could be 
rolled up for storage.  The signs would 
include the web site, a phone number and 
pertinent information about the club.  Two 
could be purchased for $65.00 and we could 
get delivery in 2-3 days.  The majority of 
members present approved this cost.  Due to 
not having a quorum the decision was made 
by Executive decision.  Motion made, 
seconded and passed. 

2. The club needs to purchase an eggliner.  One 
of our eggliners is slowly dieing and we need 
one for spare.  Ludwig has some for sale at 
$50.00.  A motion was made and seconded.  
Again, due to lack of a quorum, the majority 
of members present were in agreement and an 
Executive decision was made to pass this 
motion to buy the eggliner from Ludwig at 
$50.00. 

3. A survey was sent by email and handed out to 
people without email to establish what the 
club membership would like to have at their 
meetings, clinics, etc.  Members were asked to 
give them to Kathy Klawitter as she is in 
charge of this procedure. 

4. “Show and Tell” was presented by Kathy 
Klawitter.  She had an ore house building that 
she bought from Colorado Models.  The 
structure is made of plastic.  She likes the 
plastic houses because they can stay out the 
year round.  She is presently working on a 
warehouse and a farm house.  She uses model 
glue in the red tube.  Colorado Models web 
site is coloradomodels.com. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 

Barbara Black 
Secretary 
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January 28th Meeting  
Preliminary Agenda 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Report on Christmas Parades  
 

2. Report on Christmas Party 
 

3. Decide on making meeting place permanent 
 

4. Report on setup at Library 
 

5. Report on setup at Maplewood Care Center 
 

6. Other 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Committee for Updating By-Laws 
 

2. Upcoming Shows 
 

3. Budget 
 

4. 2010 Tour 
 

5. Display at Martin Library (Feb) 
 

6. Other  
                What You Got For Christmas! 

Bring Your Train Related Present. 
 

Please notify the President and/or Vice-President for 
additions to the agenda. 

 

January Presentation 
 

 “G-Gauge Structures A-Z” 
~~~~~~ 

 

February Presentation 
 

 “Printing Signs For Your Buildings” 
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Other New Products 
 
ProRail Display 
 & 
 ProTie 
 
 
 
 
Both ProRail and ProTie are made in the USA.  You 
may purchase either the rail or the tie separately; as 
a result you can glue or nail down the rail for storage 
of all your railroad equipment.  Combined they 
make a great priced alternative to using Brass track 
on a bookshelf or display case.  Great for flatbed 
loads or a “ribbon car” (ProRail is highly flexible). 
The idea is you may run battery and/or live steam on 
this rail without the expense of metal track.  Rail 
comes produced in a “rusty color”.  Ties, which are 
solid, come in brown, white, black and concrete gray 
(14 ties per foot), at the end of each strip they have 
built-in mounting holes, for use with self-tapping 
screws for the rail. 
Tie strips are made out of HDPE and rail is out of 
PVC. 
Note: Expansion of PVC type products can be 3 
times what brass expansion can be in hot temp, so 
keep that in mind while using.  The wear and heavy 
usage has yet to be evaluated. 
MSRP for Pro Rail is $85.00 for 100-5ft pcs; 
MSRP for ProTie is $145.00 fpr 100-1 foot  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Ribbon Rail Train” 
Mesa Grande Layout HAGRS 2009 
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Japanese Dwarf White Pine 
   

Classified as evergreen conifers 
   
 A ten year old tree is 3 feet tall and less than 2 feet wide 
  
 Needles are blue-green in color, the branching pattern dense. 
 
 Grown in zones 4-8 
 
 Full sun and in well drained soil 
 

Care: Little pruning, can prune to shape as desired, prune off any 
 dead branches  

Mugo Pines (mugho pines, dwarf mountain pines, Swiss mountain pines) 
   

Classified as evergreen conifers 
   
 Plants vary from pyramidal to broadly spreading  
  Come in Dwarf and Full Size 
  
 TRUE Mugo Dwarf look for “Mops Cultivar”  
 
 Grown in zones 3-7 
 
 Partial shade to full sun and in well drained soil  
 

Care: Almost maintenance-free; Good drought tolerance; mulch 
 around the “trees” to keep roots cool.  
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Huh? Where Do These Wires Go?  Starting To Look Like A Caboose! 
  

Boss wasn't around so Bob has his hands in his pockets Good Group of People, after a hard day at work 
or is it 

Hard Group of People, after a Good Day At Work 

Nice and Cold! 2 Parades, 2 WINS!  Go Club!!! 
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SMILE!  
Christmas Party 2009 

Mike Running Things Plates Empty 

So that’s why we need to go DCC This Is How We Do It 
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From Suzanne : I heard a sweet story or two about the layout at Maplewood.  There was a group of kids that had 
come to MW to sing to the residents, and they were more excited about the Helix than singing, and I just bet the 
residents enjoyed the excitement from the children.  I was able to go over and watch the reactions from the residents 
and visitors, it was HUGE!  I thank Joe, Bill and Jana for there contributions and spreading JOY to others on behalf of 
the TGRRC!!! 
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